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Papain induced osteoarthritis—an experimentai study

Yi Xian-wen el at. Laboratory of Morphology
Institute of Orthopaedics and Traumatology

China Academy of TCM

Ths is an experimental observation of osteoarthritis(OA) induced with papzin injection
into the knee joints of Wistar rats, Light microscopy (LM) was done following histo-
chemical stainings for different enzymes including LDH, SDH, G6POH, NsEase, ACPase and
AlPase.The specimens were prepared and studied under scanning and transmission electron mi-
croscopes,Remarkable OA changes were observed two weeks after the injection of papain,in com-
perison with the contralateral knee which was injecterd with PBS and used as control, The
effect of intra-articular injection of papain was the destruction of the cartilage matrix by re-
dution of the proteoglycans, This isa good animal model for the study of the pathogenisis of QA,
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