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The supracondylar fractures of humerus combined with arterial injury in children ZHEN Ping, L1 U X ing-
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[ Abstracl Objective To study the mechanism of injury, diagnosis and surgical treatment of supra
condylar fracture of the humerus combined wit h arterial injury in children. Methods Of the 9 cases of supra
condylar fractures, 4 were combined with complete or incomplete rupture of the brachial artery; among them 1
had segmental thrombo embolism, 3 had spasm, and 1 had stab wound of the brachial artery, the latter was
caused by sharp bone spicule in the anterior inferior margin of humerus. After compression of the artery is re-
leased and the arterial injuries explored, traction and reduction of fractures were done in all pat ients. Results
Bone union occurred after 4~ 6 weeks. The blood supply recovered in 8 cases and late ischaemic contracture of
forearm was seen in 1 case. Conclusion The supracondylar fractures of the humerus may cause injury of the
brachial artery. Continuous observat ion of the blood supply must be emphasized in t he cases suspicious of arterr
al injury and surgical exploration should be done as early as possible when the diagnosis is established.
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