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Compar ison Sudy of Biodegradable and Metallic Tension Band for the Treatment of Olecranon Fractures
CHEN Ai-min, HOU Churrlin, GOU Sanhuai. Changzheng Hespital , The 2 nd Military Medical U niver-
sity ( Shanghai ,200003)

Abgract Objective  To compare the results of treatment for olecranon fractures fixed by (1)
biodegradable tention band fixation (BTB) with Biofix rods and Biopoly ligaments and (2) metalic tendon
band (M TB) with Kirschner wire and metalic cerclage wire. Methods 35 casesof fractures were treated (18
with BTB and 17 with M TB) . The mean period of follow-up was 24 (8-37) months. The results were eval uated
by radiogrgphy and recovery of joint function. Results Bone union occurred ater a mean period of 7 weeks.
For the cases treated with BTB ,16 cases had excelent results,2 good,0 poor. For the cases treated with
M TB ,14 cases had excedlent results,2 good ,1 poor. There were no dgnificant statistic diff erences between the
two methods. Conclusion B TB isbeieved to be a good s mple method for the treatment of olecranon fractures
without the necesdty of a second operation to remove the implants.
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