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The use of DicK s fixation system for the treatment of thoraco lumbar vertebral fracture associated with
spinal cord injury/l Gang, HE X¢jing, YU Shang-gen, et al. Xi’ an center Hopital ( Shanxi Xi’ an,
710003)

[ Abstractl Objective To evaluate the therapeutical effect of Dick s fixation system on the trea
ment of thoraco lumbar vertebral fracture associated with spinal cord injury Method 30 cases of acute
thoracolumbar vertebral fracture associated with spinal cord injury were treated with Dick’ s fixation sys
tem. The hight of the injured vertebrae, the cobb’ s angle and spinal cord function before and after opera
tion were measured and a comparative analysis was conducted. Results The mean period of follow up was
10 months(from 3~ 48 months), all the hights of the injured vertebrae were restored by up to 90%, the
cobb’ s angle were less than 107, Frankel score of spinal cord function show ed t here w ere no obvious loss of
the hights of the injured vertebrae, no increase of the cobb’ s angles, no break of screws and different de
grees of spinal cord funct ional recovery in all patients except 1 who had a score of A before operation. Comr
clusion Dick’ s fixation system is an effective and reliable device for the treatment of acute thorace lunr
bar vertebral fracture associated with spinal cord injury. Patients should be operated upon earlier for better
effects.
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