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The cause of misdiagnosis of osteonecrosis of the femoral head for lumbar intervertebral disc protrusion di
ease LI U Sha@jun, HE Wei, WANG Hai2bin. The Centre of Hip Joint Orthopaedic Surgery, The First Hcs2
pital affiliated to TCM of Guangzhou ( Guangdong Guangzhou 510405)

=Abstract> Objective To analyze the cause of misdiagnosis of osteonecrosis of femoral head (ONFH) for
lumbar intervertebral disc protrusion disease(LIDPD) Methods The history records of 27 patients with misd2
agnosis of LIDP D examined with magnetic resonance imaging( MRI) or copmputer assisted tomograhpy(CT)
of the lumbar spine were analyzed. Results 24 patients with ONFH were mistaken for LIDPD; 3 patients with
LIDPD on top of ONFH failed to have the correct diagnose of ONFH. The imaging data of CT or MRI were
reviewed for a second time; There were 26 patients with lumbar intervertebral disk degeneration;24 patients
with lumbar intervertebral disc protursion; 2 patients with osteonecross of lumbar vertebral body. Conclusion
A frequent cause of misdiagnosis is t he negligence of detailed analysis of the patientcs history; differential analy2
s8 of similar clinical symptoms is also important. The establishment of the diagnosis solely depending upon the
conclusion of CT or MRI examination is not always reliable. The suggestion that a possible correlation in
pathophiology exists in between lumbar intervertebral disc protrusion and ONFH is another factor of misdiag2

nosis. .
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