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M anagem ent of open injuries of the spine and spinal cord i 21 patents L/ Qing, ZHENG Kun. D @ art
ment of Em ergency Surgery, the Affiliated H opital of Guiyang M elical College Guiyang 550004 G uzhou, China
ABSTRACT Objective To nvestigate he clinical characteristics treament and prognoss of open inju-
ries of the spine and sp inal cord M ethods Tw enty-one patients w ih open njuries of the spine and spinal cord
(17mak and 4 fenale the average age of25 years ranging fran 15 to 47 years) were treated The njuried po-
sitbn w as on thoracic in 15 cases kmbar in 5 cervical in 1. Preoperative ASIA gradew as grade A i 8 cases
grade B n 5 grade C n 6 grade D in 2 There were foreign bodies n wound of 6 patients D ebridementwas a
wutine © do for open njuries of the spine and spinal cord in acute stage Operations such as scutinizaton of

the spmnalcanal clean-up of the hen atoma extracton of Hreign bodies were op tional according to different con-
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ditbns Results Among 21 patients one died cerbwspmnal flud kakage occurred n 2, meningan yelitis and
wound nfection was observed n 1. N euwlogical deficitdeterbrated in 1 neumwlogical deficitw ere in proved after
the operatons n 2 Posoperatve ASIA gradew as grade A n 9 cases grade B n 4, grade C n 5 gradeD mn 2
grade E n 1 Conclusiomr It is necessary that enegency opemtbns for the patients with open mjries of the
spine and sp nal cord after enough preparatbns It needs to knov whether there are Hreign bodies inwound be
fore the operatbns Operatons such as scutn izaton of the spnal canal and extraction of foreign bodies m ade it
possible to avod such canplicatons as blkeding and nfection
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