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Early treatment of late-developed infection after open reduction and nternal fixation: Analysis of 33 cases ZENG
Yun-ji" , DONG Jian, ZHOU M ing-ke L IN Tian-xu ~ TheM edical College of Zhejiang U niversity, Hangzhou 310009, Zhejiang,
China
ABSTRACT Objective: To explore the rea®n and early thergpeutic methods for late-developed infection after open reduction
and internal fixation (OR IF). M ethods Thirty-three patients (21 males, 12 females) with themean age of 33. 5 years ( range,
fourteen 1o fifty-five years) who had late-developed infection after OR IF were involved in our study The internal fixation de-
viceswere not ranoved initially, and treament includes anti-inflanmatory, scrgping the sinus tract and irrigation The internal
fixationswere ramoved fram the patients (9 cases) of no effect with the above treament A ntibioticswere adninistered inter-
avenously in all patients about 14-21 days postoperatively Results The internal fixationswere successfully retained in 24 ca-
ss Among the patientswho undemwvent internal device removal, 4 cases obtained bone healing The other 5 patients, on wham
p<eudoarthrosis presented, were treated with autologous bone graft and internal fixation subsequently A1l caseswere folloved up
for 8-12 months and no evidence of recurrencewere observed Conclusion: The early diagnosisand treament of the late-devel-
oped infection are of great value, which can effectively retain the internal fixation and reduce the possibility of postoperative
complications, such as bone nonunion
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